
WHAT IS HENRY VISCARDI 
SCHOOL? 

 

Henry Viscardi School is the New York 

State-supported school for children with 
physical and medical disabilities. 
 
The school provides education and support 
services to students in Pre-Kindergarten 
through Grade 12.  All students live in the 
New York metropolitan area and commute 
daily.  The school hours are from 8:30 am 
to 3:15 pm. Monday through Friday, 
during the 10-month school year.  During 
the months of July and August, the 
School operates a six-week program 
from 8:30 am to 3:15 pm.  To be eligible to 
attend the summer program, students must 
have it stated in their IEP. 
 
Founded in 1962, the school has earned a  
reputation for being a leader in the 
education of children with physical 
disabilities. 
 

EDUCATION 
 
PRE-KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM 
 

The Pre-Kindergarten is a half-day program 

for children 3 to 5 years old.  Children 
enrolled in this program attend school 
between the hours of 8:30 to 12:00 pm, five 
days per week.  
 
The Pre-Kindergarten program provides 
students with stimulating and exploratory 
experiences designed to encourage the 
development of communication, social, 
motor, self-care, and school readiness skills.  
Children explore their surroundings and 
learn about the physical and social world in 
a program supported by CPSE mandated 
related services. 
 
KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM 
 

Children who are 5 years old are eligible to 

attend the kindergarten program.  This is a 
full day program, 8:30 am to 3:15 pm. 
 
The Kindergarten curriculum emphasizes 
the  

development of communication, motor, 
academic readiness and self-care skills.  
Related services are provided in accordance 
with students IEP’s. 
 
ELEMENTARY PROGRAM 
 

In grades 1 – 6, emphasis is placed on the 

development of basic academic skills.  
Instruction appropriate to grade level is 
provided in language arts, mathematics, 
social studies, science, art, music, adapted 
physical education, and swimming.  The 
school’s instructional program is congruent 
with the NY State Education Department 
Standard requirements. 
 
All students are required to take State-
mandated examinations in grades 3-6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elementary Homework Guide 
Purpose of homework 
To reinforce instruction. 
To foster independence. 
To allow parents to be knowledgeable about 
daily classroom instruction. 
 
Expectations 
All students are expected to: 

1) Read for 15 minutes daily. 
2) Complete homework as 

independently as possible. 
At times, students may be given unfinished 
assignments to complete.  It is expected that 
homework will take no longer than: 
Pre-K-K  10 minutes 
Grade 1 ½ hour 
Grades 2-4 one hour (long term 
assignments may require additional time) 
Grades 5-6 1 ½ hours (long term 
assignments may require additional time) 
*Questions and concerns about homework should 

always be directed to your child’s teacher. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
1.  What does “set up” mean? 
“Set up” refers to positioning your child in 
preparation for schoolwork; supplying 
needed materials (i.e. pencils, pens, 
paper, tape recorder, computer etc.), and 
ensuring that everything is within easy 
reach and accessible.  
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SECONDARY PROGRAM 
 

In grades 7 – 12, students at the Henry 

Viscardi School are instructed in accordance 
with the mandated NYS Common Core 
Standards Curriculum.  Learning Standards 
include English, Math, Social Studies, 
Science, Physical Education, Health, 
Art/Music, Technology, Library Science. 
Additional courses are offered in 
independent/living, technology, and 
business. Students’ transitional needs are 
addressed through inter-disciplinary 
meetings with parents, students, staff 
members, and local school districts. 
 
Students strive to earn Regents Diplomas, 
Local Diplomas, or Certificates of 
Completion/IEP Diplomas.  Requirements 
and course selections are described in the 
School’s Secondary program. 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND 
RELATED SERVICES 
 

In addition, to support the educational 

programs, the school offers services in    
speech, physical and occupational 
therapies, vision and hearing, and 
nursing/health services which are available 
to students when mandated by their IEPs.  
The reference to Occupational Therapy, 
Physical Therapy, Speech, Nursing, 
Teacher of the Visually Impaired, Teacher of 
the Hearing Impaired, Social Work and 
Psychology are all referred to as Related 
Services in the school districts.   
 

Assistive Technology 
 

Assistive Technology is available to 

students with significant communication 
problems.  The equipment devices and 
computers with various adaptations enhance 
the students’ ability to participate in all class 
assignments and activities.  Every effort is 
made at the Henry Viscardi School to 
provide students with the necessary 
technological support for them to fully 
access the curriculum. 
 
In depth assistive technology evaluations 
are provided by the school district to 
determine appropriate assistive technology 
needs for the classroom and home 
assignments.  This must be included in the 
student’s IEP. 
 

Computer Literacy 
 

All children enrolled in the school program 

receive instruction in the use of computers.  
Instructional technology is a pivotal 
component of the school program.   The 
HVS Internet Use Policy can be found on 
our website and is also referenced in the 
Code of Conduct. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Where should my child do homework? 

If possible, homework should be 
completed in the same place, at the same 
time, daily.  The environment should be 
as free from distractions as possible. 
3. How do I help my child manage a 
weekly/long term homework assignment? 
Determine a plan that works best for your 
family.  Some families have children do a 
portion of the assignment every night.  
Other families find that some evenings 
are less hectic than others.  Therefore, 
those evenings are dedicated to 
homework.  If you need help determining 
the best plan for your family, consult with 
your child’s teacher. 
4. How do I “write” for my child? 
Think of yourself as a pencil or pen (your 
child’s writing tool).  Write everything and 
only what your child says.  Do not correct 
spelling, grammar or vocabulary. 
5. What do I do when my child says there 
is no homework? 
Remind your child that 15 minutes of 
reading is required daily.  Also suggest 
work on long-term assignments or review 
for upcoming exams. 
6. What does read nightly mean? 
Reading can take many forms.  It can 
mean an adult reading to a child, a child 
reading to an adult, or a child listening to 
a taped book. 
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Independent Living Program 
 

Independent Living Program 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Independent Living Program 

Children at all grade levels participate in 

educational activities designed to foster 
independent personal care, home 
management, and financial management.  
Elementary students begin with activities, 
which explore their own disabilities and 
foster social relationships.  A key component 
of the independent living program is a live-in 
experience in the school’s special residence.  
Every 11

th
 and 12

th
 grade HVS student is, 

with proper medical clearance, invited to 
participate a minimum of two days at the 
“house.” 
 

SCHOOL POLICIES 
 
Student Absences 
 

Parents are asked to phone the school 

at 516-465-1560 when their child will be 
absent, late or requires early dismissal 
from school.  Absence notes are 
required. 

 

Parents should notify the school nurse as 

soon as they know that their child will be 

absent from school for more than FIVE (5) 
CONSECUTIVE DAYS.  Parents should 
also notify their home school district in order 
to arrange home instruction.  If the child has 
been to the hospital emergency room, the 
school nurse should be informed  
even if the child was not absent from school. 
 
Parents should notify school nurse at least 
one day prior to their child’s return following 
an extended absence/surgery/hospital/ER 
visit. 
 
After surgery or prolonged illness, the school 
requires a signed note from the 
physician identifying the illness or 
procedure.  Upon return, the physician’s 
note must also indicate the degree of 
appropriate student participation in Physical 
Therapy, Occupational Therapy, gym, swim 
and any need for medical/nursing care or 
procedures. 
 

Arrival and Departures 

Students may be escorted to classes only 

by bus matrons.  Children arriving late to 
school must be signed in at the reception 
desk by an accompanying adult.  Similarly, 
when your child leaves before the end of the 
school day, please send a note or call the 
school office in advance.  Parent/guardian or 
designee will be required to “sign out” the 
students at the reception desk. 
 
If someone other than the parent/guardian 
will pick up the child, notification must be 
received prior to dismissal time.  The school 
will not release a child to someone other 
than parents/guardian without written 
notification. 
 

Class Parents 
 

Each year, one or more parents will be 

selected to act as a liaison to other parents 
with children in the same class. 
 
Class parents will assist the teacher by 
contacting other parents in the event of a 
school closing or early dismissal.  They will 
also call parents when there are special 
events of particular interest or celebrations 
held in the class. 
 

Guidelines for the use of the Internet 
1. Students must have an acceptable Use 

Policy on file to be able to use the 
Internet. 

2. Students cannot go on the Internet 
unless there is adult supervision. 

3. Students will not give out any personal 
information. 

4. Internet access should be for 
educational use only. 

5. Students are not permitted in chat 
rooms. 

6. Students are not permitted to download 
anything unless directed by a teacher. 

7. Students will promptly disclose to the 
teacher or school employees anything 
that is inappropriate. 

8. Students will respect the rights of 
copyright owner.  They will not 
plagiarize written material or graphics 
from the Internet.  If there is a question 
to whether it is copyrighted, ask the 
teacher. 

9. Students who do not comply with the 
rules will lose Internet privileges. 
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Communication between School and 
Home 
 

Teachers and staff are always interested in 

talking with you about your child.  They will 
e-mail you updates regarding what is going 
on in class and encourage you to keep the 
electronic lines of communication open. You 
may call the main office 516-465-1560 to 
leave a message for your child’s teacher.  
Please leave a contact number and best 
time to return a call.  You are encouraged to 
make an appointment for a conference.   
 
In addition to parent conferences, IEP 
updates and report cards are issued four 
times per year, November, January, April 
and June. 
 
Letters about special events and field trips 
will be sent home with your child.   
 
Please feel free to contact the Principal, 
Assistant Principal or Executive Associate 
for Transition and Pupil Personnel Services.  
We want to work with you to make the 
school experience pleasant and meaningful. 
 
    

Visitation  Procedures 
 
If you need to see school staff in person, 
please make an appointment.  If an 
emergency arises, report to the Main Office.  
DO NOT GO DIRECTLY TO THE 
CLASSROOM.  Unscheduled classroom 
visits disturb instruction unnecessarily.  
Safety guidelines will not permit 
unscheduled visitors.  All visitors must sign 
in and receive a badge to wear while in the 
building. 
 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
 

Please notify the school of any changes in 

address, phone number, and emergency 
contact person as soon as possible. 
 
It is imperative that each year parents 
complete the Emergency Home Contact 
Sheet with telephone numbers where they 
can be reached in the event of an 
emergency.  Parents should also provide the 

School with the name and telephone 
number of an individual to contact should we 
be unable to reach you at home or work.  In 
the event that your child is ill and needs to 
be sent home, provisions must be made. 
 
When a child’s condition warrants immediate 
attention by a physician, the school nurse 
will inform the parents that the child will be 
transported to a hospital.  Please be sure to 
sign the release on Emergency Home 
Contact Sheet. It is important that parents 
notify the school if the child has any 
contagious disease such as chicken pox. 
 

Student Medication 
 

Students who are required to take 

medication during the school day must have 
written consent from both parent and 
physician.  Medications must be sent in the 
original labeled bottle with a doctor’s 
prescription.  Questions regarding the 
administration of medication should be 
directed to the School Nurse. 
 
Student Physical Examinations 
 
All students must provide a physical 
examination report every year.  The school 
physician may require more frequent 
physical exams for children with unusual 
medical conditions or for students returning 
from major surgical care.  Immunizations for 
all children must be up-to-date. 
 

Field Trips 
 

Field trips are frequently scheduled through 

the school year.  Parents are notified in 
advance. At that time, parents will be 
informed of the location, time, and cost. 
 

Recreation and Extra-curricular 
Activities 
 

A variety of recreational, athletic, and 

extra-curricular opportunities are available to 
students enrolled at HVS.  These activities 
are designed to provide the children with 
enjoyable social activities that facilitate 
physical and social development. 
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Friday Night Recreation 
 

A recreation program is offered on 

scheduled Friday evenings from  
3:25 – 6:15 pm for students in grades 4-12.  
This program includes club activities, 
hockey, games, movies, special events, and 
social activities. 
 
 

Athletic Programs 
 
The school sponsors three competitive 
wheelchair basketball teams: Cubbies for 
Grades 2 – 5, JV for Grades 6 – 8, and 
Cougars for Grades 9 – 12.  Sports teams 
may compete in an intramural league and 
interscholastic level tournaments. 
 
 

Student Council  
 

Students participate in representative 

student government and learn 
collaboratively about the many different 
points of view and the resources necessary 
to make educated decisions regarding the 
school environment.  Representatives will 
have an understanding of Civics Citizenship 
and Government and apply this knowledge 
to the functioning of the school as it affects 
their lives.  They will recognize the HVS 
Code of Conduct document as it applies to 
the school community.   
 
 
 

School Closing 
 

When inclement weather necessitates the 

closing of the school; announcement of the 
closing will be made on the following radio 
stations between 6:00 am and 7:00 am, 
 

WOR - 710AM 
Cablevision – News 12 

     NBC             - Channel 4 
                ABC             -  Channel 7 

 
Or call 516-465-1681 

                              516-465-1695 
 for a recorded announcement 

  

If conditions warrant early dismissal, every 
attempt will be made to contact parents at 
home and/or work. 
 
 

Student Breakfast/Lunch Program 
 
 

Breakfast is served during homeroom 

period. Students may purchase cereal, 
muffins and rolls with juice, and/or milk from 
the cart. 
 
Lunch can be brought from home in a 
sealed lunch bag or box. 
 
While refrigeration is available, the school 
cannot be responsible for heating food.  
Please send warm food in appropriate 
containers. 
 
Students can also buy lunch in the school’s 
cafeteria.   The cost is $2.75 per day, 
payable in the exact amount.  A menu will 
be sent home at the beginning of each 
month.  Notices will be sent to families 
indicating any unpaid lunches.  Notification 
of alternate lunch choices will be included 
for unpaid accounts. 
 
Please place daily lunch money in a 
sealed envelope with your child’s name 
and teacher’s name written clearly on the 
outside. 
 
HVS will not run an open account for 
students able to pay. 
 
Elementary students (including students with 
private duty nurses) must either bring lunch 
from home or choose one of 5 school lunch 
selections.  Secondary students can 
purchase a school lunch or buy from the 
counter or bring from home. 
 

Students’ Personal Property 
 

Students will often bring their personal 

property to school.  The school cannot be 
held responsible for theft, loss, damage, or 
misuse of student’s personal property 
including wheelchairs, appliances, radios, 
MP3 players, jewelry, cell phones, etc.    
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Cell phones are not allowed to be used in 
the building during the school day  
(8:30-3:15 pm).  Use of cell phones for calls, 
text messaging, videos, or taking photos is 
strictly prohibited.  
 
Parents should be aware that they assume 
full liability for student’s property while on 
school ground. 
 

Transportation 
 

Your local school district is responsible for 

transporting children ages 5 and older.  
Problems with transportation should be 
referred to the bus company or your local 
school district. 
 
Children under the age of 5 are transported 
by the school. The school will arrange this 
transportation; please call the school. 

 
AIS IN SCHOOL 
 
Academic Intervention Services is provided to 
meet the additional supports needed to 
supplement the instruction provided in the 
general curriculum coursework and assist 
students in meeting the State Learning 
Standards.  These services are intended to assist 
students who are at risk of not achieving the 
State Learning Standards in ELA, Mathematics, 
Social Studies and/or Science, or who are at risk 
of not gaining the knowledge and skills needed to 
meet or exceed designated performance levels 
on State Assessments.  

 
CODE of CONDUCT 
 
The Henry Viscardi School is committed to 
providing a safe and orderly school 
environment where students may receive 
and school personnel may deliver quality 
educational services without disruption or 
interference.  Responsible behavior by 
students, teachers, other personnel, parents 
and visitors is essential to achieving this 
goal. 
 
Additionally, Henry Viscardi School 
recognizes harassment and bullying in any 
form as unacceptable.  Beginning with the 
2013/14 school year, there will be a priority 
in addressing, documenting, and resolving 
any issues which compromise the social, 

emotional, or physical well being of any 
individual in our HVS community. 
 
Henry Viscardi School has a long-standing 
set of expectations for conduct on school 
property and at school functions.  These 
expectations are based on the principles of 
civility, mutual respect, citizenship, 
character, tolerance, honesty and integrity. 
 
Henry Viscardi School recognizes the need 
to clearly define these expectations for 
acceptable conduct on school property, 
identify the possible consequences of 
unacceptable conduct, and to ensure that 
discipline, when necessary, is administered 
promptly and fairly.  Henry Viscardi School 
adopts this Code of Conduct. 
 

PHOTO RELEASES 
 

HVS Photo and Video Release Consent 
authorizes and grants the Henry Viscardi 
School @ The Viscardi Center the right and 
permission to use photographs(s), audio-
video in its promotional materials and 
publicity.  These items may be used in 
publication, print and direct mail pieces and 
electronic media.  This material then 
becomes the property of HVS. 
 

WHO TO CALL AT 
HENRY VISCARDI SCHOOL           

 

Principal 
Diana DeVivio  516/465-1681 
            
 
 

Acting Assistant Principal 
Angelo Zegarelli           516-465-1695 
 
 

Executive Associate for Transition and 
Pupil Personnel Services 
Jeanette Glover 516-465-1673 
 
Medical - Nursing 
Gail Nolan  516-465-1650 
 
Psychologists 
Joan Adickman 516-465-1687 
Ron Friedman  516-465-1656 
 
Social Workers 
Amanda Caccavo 516-465-1689 
 
School Counselor  
Monica Snyder  516-465-1698 


